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Module 1: Anatomy and Physiology of the Feline Heart

Sadler TW. Langman’s medical embryology. 11th ed. Philadelphia (PA): Lippincott Williams &
Wilkins; 2010.

Scansen BA, Schneider M, Bonagura JD. Sequential segmental classification of feline congenital
heart disease. J Vet Cardiol. 2015;17(Suppl 1):5S10-S52.

Module 2: The Feline Cardiovascular Physical Examination in Health and Disease

Dijkstra E, Teske E, Szatmari V. Respiratory rate of clinically healthy cats measured in veterinary
consultation rooms. Vet J. 2018;234:96-101.

Ferasin L, Ferasin H, Cala A, et al. Prevalence and clinical significance of heart murmurs detected
on cardiac auscultation in 856 cats. Vet Sci. 2022;9(10):564.

Ferasin L, Ferasin H, Kilkenny E. Heart murmurs in apparently healthy cats caused by iatrogenic
dynamic right ventricular outflow tract obstruction. J Vet Intern Med. 2020;34:1102-1107.
Ferasin L, Kilkenny E, Ferasin H. Evaluation of N-terminal prohormone of brain natriuretic
peptide and cardiac troponin-I levels in cats with systolic anterior motion of the mitral valve in
the absence of left ventricular hypertrophy. J Vet Cardiol. 2020;30:23-31.

Howell KL, Ferasin L, Walls A, et al. Prevalence of iatrogenic heart murmurs in a population of
apparently healthy cats. J Small Anim Pract. 2022;63(8):597-602.

Little CJ, Ferasin L, Ferasin H, et al. Purring in cats during auscultation: how common is it, and can
we stop it? J Small Anim Pract. 2014;55(1):33-38.

Ljungvall I, Rishniw M, Porciello F, et al. Sleeping and resting respiratory rates in healthy adult
cats and cats with subclinical heart disease. J Feline Med Surg. 2014;16(4):281-290.

Rishniw M, Thomas WP. Dynamic right ventricular outflow obstruction: a new cause of systolic
murmurs in cats. J Vet Intern Med. 2002;16:547-552.

Rodan I, Dowgray N, Carney HC, et al. 2022 AAFP/ISFM cat friendly veterinary interaction
guidelines: approach and handling techniques. J Feline Med Surg. 2022;24(11):1093-1132.
Vliegenthart T, Szatmari V. A new, easy-to-learn, fear-free method to stop purring during cardiac
auscultation in cats. Animals. 2025;15(2):236.

Module 3: Feline Cardiac Diseases Overview

Fox PR, Keene BW, Lamb K, et al. International collaborative study to assess cardiovascular risk
and evaluate long-term health in cats with preclinical hypertrophic cardiomyopathy and
apparently healthy cats: the REVEAL study. J Vet Intern Med. 2018;32(3):930-943.

Fox PR, Keene BW, Lamb K, et al. Long-term incidence and risk of noncardiovascular and
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Luis Fuentes V, Abbott J, Chetboul V, et al. ACVIM consensus statement guidelines for the
classification, diagnosis, and management of cardiomyopathies in cats. J Vet Intern Med.
2020;34(3):1062-1077.

Miller MS, Tilley LP. Echocardiography for the diagnosis and staging of feline cardiomyopathy.
In: Norsworthy GD, editor. The Feline Patient. 5th ed. Hoboken (NJ): Wiley-Blackwell; 2018.
Payne JR, Brodbelt DC, Luis Fuentes V. Cardiomyopathy prevalence in 780 apparently healthy
cats in rehoming centres (the CatScan study). J Vet Cardiol. 2015;17(Suppl 1):5244-S257.
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Module 4: Non-echocardiographic Cardiovascular Diagnostics

Bijsmans ES, Jepson RE, Wheeler C, et al. Plasma N-terminal probrain natriuretic peptide,
vascular endothelial growth factor, and cardiac troponin | as novel biomarkers of hypertensive
disease and target organ damage in cats. J Vet Intern Med. 2017;31(3):650-660.

Borgeat K, Connolly DJ, Luis Fuentes V, et al. Association of the myosin-binding protein C3
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2014;16(2):73-80.

Borgeat K, Niessen SIM, Wilkie L, et al. Time spent with cats is never wasted: lessons learned
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disease. PLoS One. 2018;13(3):e0194342.

Carter J. Hypertensive ocular disease in cats: a guide to fundic lesions to facilitate early
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Feline Veterinary Medical Association (FelineVMA). Hypertension toolkit [Internet]. [cited 2026
Apr 20]. Available from: www.catvets.com/hypertension

Granstrom S, Godiksen MTN, Christiansen M, et al. Genotype-phenotype correlation between
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FelineVMA Caregiver Websites and Brochures

Visiting Your Veterinarian
o Website: www.catfriendly.com/cat-to-vet
o Brochure:
= Resource for Veterinary Professionals: https://catvets.com/clinical-
resources/client-brochures/#visiting-vet
= Resource for Clients: https://catfriendly.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/02/FelineVMA VisitingYourVet Web.pdf
How Do | Know if My Cat is in Pain?
o Website: www.catfriendly.com/pain
o Brochure:
= Resource for Veterinary Professionals: https://catvets.com/clinical-
resources/client-brochures/#pain
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= Resource for Clients: https://catfriendly.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/02/FelineVMA-Pain-Management Web.pdf
Nursing Care for Your Cat
o Website: www.catfriendly.com/nursing-care
o Brochure:
= Resource for Veterinary Professionals: https://catvets.com/clinical-
resources/client-brochures/#nursing
= Resource for Clients: https://catfriendly.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/02/FelineVMA-Nursing-Care Web.pdf
Feline Anesthesia
o Website: www.catfriendly.com/anesthesia
o Brochure:
= Resource for Veterinary Professionals: https://catvets.com/clinical-
resources/client-brochures/#anesthesia
= Resource for Clients: https://catfriendly.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/02/FelineVMA-Anesthesia-Broch Web.pdf
Your Cat’s Life Stages
o Website: www.catfriendly.com/life-stages
o Brochure:
= Resource for Veterinary Professionals: https://catvets.com/clinical-
resources/client-brochures/#life-stages
= Resource for Clients: https://catfriendly.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/12/FelineVMA Life-Stages 12-25 Web.pdf
Senior Cats Have Special Needs
o Website: www.catfriendly.com/seniors
o Brochure:
= Resource for Veterinary Professionals: https://catvets.com/clinical-
resources/client-brochures/#senior
=  Resource for Clients: https://catfriendly.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/02/FelineVMA Sr.-Care-Guideline Web.pdf
Hospice and Palliative Care for Your Cat
o Website: www.catfriendly.com/hospice
o Brochure:
= Resource for Veterinary Professionals: https://catvets.com/clinical-
resources/client-brochures/#hospice
=  Resource for Clients: https://catfriendly.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/02/FelineVMA HospicePallCare Web.pdf
See more caregiver-oriented resources at: https://catfriendly.com/cat-caregiver-resources/




